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Comparative Advantages of Matcher vs RFID 
 
 

Top 5 Advantages: 

 
1. Replaces the human witness  

 The Matcher system is a truly independent second check, where the user asks the system to 
verify identity, allowing clinics to abandon human double checking completely.   

 This saves much time and cost, and is particularly useful at weekends.   

 The RFID system apparently still requires much human verification where the system asks the 
user to confirm identity, so it still has the risks of human error and is only recording, not 
witnessing. 

 Many RFID users therefore still double-check these procedures and this does not enable 
clinics to work with only one person.   

 We believe Matcher is the only genuine ‘witnessing’ system, not just a ‘recording’ system.   
 

2. No Radio Frequency Radiation (RFR) 

 Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) still causes many concerns about safety, particularly 
about prolonged exposure to RFR potentially causing DNA strand breaks.   

 Matcher uses barcodes, instead of RFID tags.   

 The barcodes are read from photo images (not lasers) using optical barcode recognition 
software.   

 
3. Matcher works with liquid nitrogen 

 Matcher’s barcode labels can be used for long term liquid nitrogen storage.   

 Matcher labels have been used securely and reliably for many years in cryo stores and donor 
banks, and successfully validated.   

 RFID tags cannot be used with liquid nitrogen as they lose their ID at low temperatures.   
 

4. Photo evidence 

 Alternative witnessing systems can capture ‘electronic data’ only.   

 Matcher uses images so there is also visual photo evidence that the correct patient & partner’s 
material has been used in every procedure, as well as the electronic data showing the ‘who, 
what, where and when’ for each procedure.   

 This gives users and patients additional reassurance with Matcher.   
 

5. Integrated labels 

 Each Matcher label contains both the barcode (unique identifier) and the printed patient 
information.   

 With the RFID product the printed information is not on the RFID tag, so requires a separate 
label which introduces risks of misidentification error, as well as extra time.   
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Additional Advantages: 
 

6. Barcode labels even for very small items 

 Matcher barcode labels can even fit very small items e.g. the plugs inside of vitrification straws, 
the bottom of flat dishes, and unusual shaped items e.g. EmbryoScope slides.   

 Even the smallest RFID tags are quite big (they need quite a lot of space, and are also not 
flat, making a problem for attaching to small, flat or unusual surfaces.   

 Dishes sometimes cannot sit flat on the work surface when an RFID tag is attached to the 
bottom.   

 
7. No obscuring of microscopy 

 RFID tags on the bottom of dishes can significantly reduce the usable area for microscopy.   

 The Matcher labels are usually placed on the side of dishes, not the bottom.   

 Matcher labels are also optically clear, so even if they are used on the bottom of dishes they 
leave almost the whole dish area usable for microscopy.   

 
8. Highly configurable and very flexible system 

 Matcher’s ‘Process Mapping’ forcing function is very flexible to reflect the decisions and 
options that happen every day in clinical work, whilst still recording everything.   

 The IVF Witness system is often described as not very flexible and will not easily allow 
necessary deviations from the prescribed sequence of procedures.   

 Matcher believe that the system should be configured to how clinics already work, not 
changing their standard operating procedures.   

 
9. No gaps in the process 

 With the Matcher system biological material is always transferred to a pre-identified container, 
preventing mistakes before an incorrect transfer can take place.   

 The IVF Witness apparently requires users to assign identify to each RFID tag as they work, 
which means multiple ‘points of entry’ where unidentified/unassigned material is introduced to 
work areas.   

 To identify/assign this material the IVF Witness system asks the human to verify, which 
negates the purpose of having an electronic witnessing system.   

 
10. Single seamless system 

 Matcher is a single seamless system, from the point of patient registration at the clinic all the 
way to the end of the cycle of treatment, and including cryo preservation.   

 Matcher can witness all steps in each process, wherever they take place within a clinic, not 
just within specific designated work areas.   

 We understand IVF Witness has tried to copy our idea of barcode labels for cryo items, but 
then their users would have to switch between an RFID system and a separate barcode 
system at points within a process, and even during a single procedure (e.g. transferring 
material from a tagged container to barcoded container) which introduces risks and 
complexity.   

  
11. No compromise of existing work surfaces 

 To fit the RFID dish readers to existing laminar flow hoods/cabinets usually requires cutting 
holes through and making a big change to the work surfaces.   

 This also potentially compromises the validation of equipment.   

 Matcher does not require any change to existing surfaces, as the benchtop devices can be 
simply placed on any surface without cutting.   

 
12. No change in height of existing surfaces 

 Changing the height of work surfaces can introduce a risk of spillage as dishes must be lifted 
onto the raised surface, and can also fall off the edge.   
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 Matcher does not require any change as the readers can just be placed on the existing 
surface, and dishes remain on the same surface at all times.   

 To retrofit RFID readers to work surfaces usually requires a significant step up to a new height 
of the heated work surface underneath the microscope.   

 
13. Medical device classification and supplementary heating 

 RFID systems use supplementary heating for the surface to the ‘critical work area’.   

 As far as we are aware the surfaces are not classified as a medical device though clinics have 
told us they believe they should be.   

 Matcher does not need any supplementary heating systems, and does not require medical 
device classification - this has been confirmed by the FDA.   

 
14. No change in the optics for microscopes required 

 Retro-fitting RFID readers to existing work surfaces can negatively affect the microscope by 
changing the height of the surface.   

 Retro-fitting Matcher into an existing work area does not change the work surface at all. 
 

15. No interference with sensitive equipment 

 Many clinics have been concerned about potential interference of radio frequency radiation 
(RFR) with sensitive equipment and we know of at least one clinic that has had to remove it 
because of this.   

 Matcher does not use RFR.   
 

16. Barcodes cannot lose their ID 

 When an RFID tag loses its identification for any reason, there are risks because the readers 
will not identify that a dish has entered the work area.   

 In addition, because the printed information is not on the RFID tag, and may be on a lid for 
example, then there is a risk that a dish cannot be reliably identified.   

 With Matcher, even if the barcode could not be read for some reason, then there is always still 
photo evidence of the label with the ID number printed on the dish, so users and patients can 
be reassured that the identity is always known and misidentification can be prevented.   

 
17. Quick implementation 

 Because the equipment we provide is small, light and portable it is relatively quick to ship.   

 Matcher can be installed within only a few weeks, as there are no modifications required to 
existing equipment, and we provide all the equipment needed ourselves.   

 During the installation of Matcher clinics can continue to work as normal.   

 For RFID reader systems it can take time to make amendments to existing work surfaces and 
during this time the laminar flow hoods/cabinets are not usable.   

 
18. No capital costs 

 The standard Matcher cost is per patient treatment cycle, with zero capital cost.   

 The cost of implementing the Matcher system can therefore be spread over years.   
 

19. No hidden costs 

 The cost of each Matcher cycle includes service, support and maintenance, as well as 
consumables (labels and patient ID cards) and upgrades to the software, so there are no 
hidden extra costs.   

 
20. Excellent service and support  

 Matcher has a reputation for providing excellent service, and being very responsive to any 
support issue (whether in person or remote support).   

 If there is any problem with any component of the Matcher system it can be replaced very 
quickly and simply with a new part, and we repair it later away from the clinic.   
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 Matcher does not have different levels of service or support depending on whether customers 
pay extra, we just have one excellent standard, already inclusive in the Matcher fees per cycle.   

 In contrast many clinics provide feedback complaining about the slow and sometimes 
expensive support for an RFID system.   


